
A Fresh Look at the Whys and Hows of Prayer and Service to Your Neighbor 
 

The Christian is called to pray without ceasing (1 Thessalonians 5:17).  Jesus calls us “You shall love 
your neighbor as yourself (Mark 12:31)" while James reminds us, "The prayer of a righteous person has 
great power as it is working (James 5:16)." How central is prayer in your ministry? Do we see prayer as 
an opportunity to serve or simple a ritual with little "impact?" The goal of this presentation is to take an 
honest look at prayer according to Scriptures and to seek practical ways to pray as a service to others. 
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Prayer is ALL GIFT 

• Heb 4:15-16 For we do not have a high priest who is unable to sympathize with our weaknesses, but 
one who in every respect has been tempted as we are, yet without sin.  Let us then with confidence 
draw near to the throne of grace, that we may receive mercy and find grace to help in time of need 

• 1 John 3:19-23 By this we shall know that we are of the truth and reassure our heart before him; for 
whenever our heart condemns us, God is greater than our heart, and he knows everything.  Beloved, 
if our heart does not condemn us, we have confidence before God; and whatever we ask we receive 
from him, because we keep his commandments and do what pleases him.  And this is his 
commandment, that we believe in the name of his Son Jesus Christ and love one another, just as he 
has commanded us. 

• Small Catechism: The Introduction – Our Father who art in heaven  What does this mean?  With 
these words God tenderly invites us to believe that He is our true Father and that we are His true 
children, so that with all boldness and confidence we may ask Him as dear children as their dear 
father 

 
Jesus brings us up to His level 
He gives us His prayer!   

• Luke 11:1-3  Now Jesus was praying in a certain place and when he finished one of the disciples said 
to him, “Lord, teach us to pray as John taught his disciples.”  And he said to them, “When you pray, 
say: “Father, hallowed be your name.  Your kingdome come.  Give us each day our daily bread and 
forgive us our sins, for we ourselves forgive everyone who is indebted to us.  And lead us not into 
temptation.” 

 
We join Jesus in prayer and He calls us fellow workers, priests and friends 

• 1Cor 3:9  For we are God’s fellow workers 

• 1Pet 2:9  But you are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people for his own 
possession that you may proclaim the excellencies of him who called you out of darkness into his 
marvelous light 

• John 15:15 [Jesus said] No longer do I call you servants, for the servant does not know what his 
master is doing; but I have called you friends, for all that I have heard from my Father I have made 
known to you. 

 
Prayer and Service to others 
Golden Rule –  

• Matt 7:1 Judge not, that you be not judged;  

• Matt 7:7 Ask, and it will be given to you; seek and you will find; knock and it will be opened to you 

• Matt 7:12 So whatever you wish that others would do to you, do also to them, for this is the Law and 
the Prophets 

• John 15:16 You did not choose me, but I chose you and appointed you that you should go and bear 
fruit and that your fruit should abide, so that whatever you ask the Father in my name, he may give it 
to you.  These things I command you, so that you will love one another 

 
Carrying people to Jesus 
There is great power in the prayer of a believer because we lay it at Jesus feet! 

• James 5:15-16 And the prayer of faith will save the one who is sick, and the Lord will raise him up.  
And if he has committed sins, he will be forgiven.  Therefore, confess your sins to one another and 



pray for one another, that you may be healed.  The prayer of a righteous person has great power as it 
is working 

 
Prayer for the Holy Spirit 
Who needs the Holy Spirit? 
 All people/in-actives in the church/family and friends that are struggling with faith or non-Christian  

• 1 Tim 2:1 First of all, then, I urge that supplications, prayers, intercessions and thanksgiving be made 
for all people 

Rom 8:26 Likewise the Spirit helps us in our weakness.  For we do not know what to proay for as we 
ought, but the Spirit himself intercedes for us with groanings too deep for words. 


